The Brazilian National Tuberculosis Control Program (PNCT) and scientific community have discussed for some time the need to implement a surveillance system for deaths from tuberculosis (TB), and for numerous reasons. Various academic and operational studies have analyzed the issue 1,2 .
Health authorities at the more peripheral level, including the hospitals where most of these deaths occur, will bear a large share of the responsibility for investigating TB deaths and implementing corrective measures. In this sense, partnership between the local TB control program and the epidemiological surveillance services at the hospitals within its coverage area will be crucial for the initiative's success. Another key partnership will be with the STD/AIDS program. Civil society also needs to participate actively to guarantee that the circumstances of each death are completely elucidated, resulting in comprehensive and feasible corrective measures. If successful, a surveillance system that responds to TB deaths would be a major step forward in improving the measurement of the burden of mortality and even TB incidence in Brazil, and generally improving the work by the PCNT. 
